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How do different institutions think 
differently about the financial 
ramifications of online access?





The problem for the Isis Bibliography:

The Bibliography has been financed largely by linking 
the cost of production to the hard costs of printing 
and distribution of the data.  

If we change the distribution or make at least some 
of the distribution different than in the past, we 
potentially affect the income stream that pays for the 
production.



As scholars, we place great value on 
extending the access to knowledge as 

much as possible.  

It is now possible to find ways for 
scholars around the world to access 

the bibliography.



What economic calculus do we use 
to consider different possible 

digital distributions of the 
Bibliography?



Three institutions:

The scholarly society
The print publisher
The online service provider



George Sarton
(http://www.dbnl.org/tekst/hall01
4gesc01_01/hall014gesc01_01_00

29.htm)

The Scholarly 
Society

The History of Science 
Society



Journals Division of the University of Chicago Press
(http://maps.uchicago.edu/eastquad/ucpress.html)

The print publisher

The University of 
Chicago Press



Magda Whitrow
http://www.libsci.sc.edu/bob/isp/whitrow2.htm

Isis Cumulative Bibliography, 1986-1995
John Neu, editor

http://www.shpusa.com/books/isis.html

Imperial College London
http://www.simonho.org/photographs_london.htm

The Cumulative 
Bibliography



Isis Cumulative Bibliography, 1986-1995
John Neu, editor

http://www.shpusa.com/books/isis.html

The entire range of the cumulative indexes 
stretches over eight decades, covering all of the 
Isis Bibliographies published from 1913 to 1995.



John Neu
Vol. 83, Current Bibliography 1992 (1992), pp. ii.



/ƻƳǇǳǘŜǊ ōŀƴƪǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ h/[/Ωǎ ²ƻǊƭŘ/ŀǘ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƻǊŜŘ
(http://www.flickr.com/photos/evamen/161441453/)



Currently 68 institutions worldwide have current 
subscriptions to HSTM, 22 are outside of the United 
States, only 7 are in Europe.



ÅThe History of Science Society relies upon membership 
dues to survive.

ÅThe University of Chicago Press, relies upon journal 
subscriptions.

ÅOCLC needs libraries to subscribe to their services.

The financial stakes of the institutions 
involved in the production and distribution 
of the Isis Bibliography



The Bibliography is now available through the Press both in 
print and online as a PDF




